PASSAGE OF THE  VISTULA.                   71

passage; but he might, at least, have, for the moment,
delayed their acquisition of the two important tetes de pant
of Praga and Thorn. He decided again to advance. The
recovery of Praga was hopeless; but he could hope to check
Napoleon at the Bug, which had not yet been passed, and
he might still possibly recover Thorn, where the French had
shown less strength. Whilst he, with the main body, of his
army, again advanced to Pultusk, he sent a hp^ied order
to Lestocq to attempt the re-occupation of Thorn. It was
too late. When Lestocq arrived before the place, which
he had evacuated only two days before, he found Ney's force
too strong for him. He was forced to retreat again to Stras-
burg, his rearguard being roughly handled by Ney, and to
take up a position towards Lautenburg, on the left bank of
the Drewenz.

Bennigsen's fresh forward movement was not more
successful; for he was shortly informed of the further
progress of the French, now to be narrated. Murat's orders
were, when he had passed the Vistula at Warsaw, to
endeavour also to pass the Bug.* This operation was
undertaken by Davout, on the 10th December, with G-authier's
brigade of Morand's division. The points selected for the
passage were Okunin, about two miles above Nbwydwor, and
Nowydwor itself, the principal passage to be at the former.

At 5.30 a.m. on the 10th, in the dark, Gauthier sent
across the river at Okunin, by boat, ninety men, with orders
to take post silently one hundred paces from the river on
the farther side. They were not to fire, unless attacked*

"Watticr concentrating on Kutno,

Nansouty, "Wiskitki, etc.

D'Hautpoult, Obermulki.

Klein, Mosna, etc.

Grouchy, near Posen.

Beaumont near Willanow.

Sahuc marching on Sempolno,

Becker m front of Blonie.

Several of the cavalry positions are not marked on the maps*
* Com, n,3S2, dated 1st December, 1806, to Mttrat.